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The DeWitt 
Community Library 
SUMMER HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday 

10:00 a.m. -  9:00 p.m. 
Friday 

10:00 a.m. -  5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Closed Sundays 

These hours are in effect 
until Labor Day! 

 
DE W IT T  

CO M M UNIT Y  
L IB RARY  

ShoppingTown Mall 
3649 Erie Blvd. East 

DeWitt, NY  13214-1799 
 

www.dewlib.org 
 
�

AUTHOR PANEL DISCUSSION 

4 Authors & You! 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 29 @ 7:00 pm 

 

Save the date!  Four of publisher Bethany House’s top historical fiction authors 
 Tracie Peterson, Judith Miller, Cathy Marie Hake, and Kim Vogel Sawyer  
will come and speak about their novels and writing experience at the DeWitt 
Community Library.  Meet all four authors in this free event with the chance to 
ask questions and a book signing.  Refreshments will be served. 
Registration Required. 

 
Tracie Peterson is the bestselling, award-winning author of more 
than 70 novels.  She teaches writing workshops at a variety of      
conferences on subjects such as inspirational romance and historical 
research.  Tracie and her family live in Belgrade, Montana.  Visit 
www.traciepeterson.com 
 
Judith Miller is an award-winning author whose avid research and 
love for history are reflected in her novels.  In addition to her writing, 
Judy is a certified legal assistant.  She and her husband make their 
home in Topeka, Kansas.  Visit www.judithmccoymiller.com 
 
Cathy Marie Hake is a licensed nurse who worked for many years 
in an oncology unit before shifting her focus to perinatal care.  The 
author of over 20 novels, she lives with her husband and two chil-
dren in Anaheim, California.  Visit www.cathymariehake.com 
 
Kim Vogel Sawyer is fond of C words like children, cats, and 
chocolate.  She is the author of 11 novels, including the bestselling 
Waiting for Summer’s Return.  She is active in her church, where 
she teaches adult Sunday school and participates in both voice and 
bell choirs.  Kim and her husband reside in Kansas and have three 
daughters and four grandchildren.  Visit www.kimvogelsawyer.com 
 

Featured books at this event are: 
A Daughter's Inheritance and An Unexpected Love, the first two books in a series set in the 
Thousand Islands & Rochester, NY, co-authored by Tracie Peterson and Judith Miller. 
Kim Vogel Sawyer's Where the Heart Leads and Cathy Marie Hake’s Whirlwind .  
 

Meet all four of these lady authors at the DeWitt 
Community Library! 
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Transform yourself and enter the world 
of books during this summer’s reading 
program:   

Transform Yourself Read! 
You are encouraged to read (or listen 
to) the books you want.  Then visit the 
library and share the stories you've read 
with a librarian.  
 

The Summer Reading Program    
runs until Saturday, August 9. 

 

Kids, ages 3—10, and Teens, in grades 
6 & up, can register at any time during 

those dates. 
 

 For more information, stop by the   
library, call us at (315) 446 - 3578, or 
visit our webpage: www.dewlib.org 

 
And be sure to pick up our Summer-
time Program guide for all the fun, 
exciting shows, crafts, storytimes & 

more! 

Featured Library Programs: 

Summer Reading Programs 

Friday, July 11th  

Come to the "Get a Clue Magic Show" 
where mystery and magic will astound you. 

Recommended for ages 4 & up! 
This program is supported by Federal Library Ser-
vices and Technology Act funds, awarded to the 
New York State Library by the Federal Institute of 
Museum and Library Services. 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 16 
THINGS WITH STRING – PART I @ 1:00 p.m.  

 Jugglers/Comedians/Entertainers Jeff Peden and Rich Hughson  
entertain all ages for 45 minutes.  Followed by a quick Q&A session.   
Attendance for Part I is on a first come, first served basis. 
 

THINGS WITH STRING – PART II @ 2:00 p.m.  

 Jugglers/Comedians/Entertainers Jeff Peden and Rich Hughson host a 
workshop for kids, ages 8 and up, to further develop their 
yo-yo and string skills.  Registration required for PART II. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the DeWitt Community Library  

 

THURSDAY, JULY 24 @ 2:00 p.m. 
 

For ages 6-10.  In keeping with our summer reading theme of Metamorphosis, 
please join Michelle Bintz, DeWitt Town Naturalist, for a fun, interactive    
afternoon of all things buggy.  Michelle will bring an amazing array of  
preserved and live specimens.   
Registration Required. 
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CNY MOVIE HOUSES  

TUESDAY, AUGUST 19 
@ 7:00 pm 
 

Norm Keim, author of "Our Movie Houses: 
A History of Film and Cinematic Innovation 
in Central New York," will talk about the 
movie houses of yesteryear.  Syracuse and Central New York 
played a strategic—yet little-known—role in early screen   
history.  Find out more at this free event.  A Q&A and book 
signing follow the event. 
Registration Required. 



Firm Confidence 
by Alex Alciati 

 
Somewhere in a Mexican garden 

there grows a belief 
that one must pardon 
any sense of grief. 

 

An escape through canvas 
tells my story; 

that the view from a mattress 
is my only glory. 

 

The bones I paint 
that give you proof, 

cannot taint 
my spirit of truth. 

 

I’ve lived my life 
loyal and strong, 
taking no strife; 

knowing I belong. 
 

Look through my eyes 
and the answers are clear, 

of what my heart cries 
are the things I hold dear. 

 
The above poem was inspired by viewing the painting: Self-Portrait with Monkey by Frida Kahlo 1938  
 
Alex Alciati is 20 years old and attends Jamesville-DeWitt high school.  Alex’s writing and expressive 
language abilities are unique. Born without the ability for verbal speech, he communicates through signals 
responding to “yes” or “no” questions.  This is Alex’s first poem.  The above poem and related creative 
story was recently featured in the DeWitt Times and Alex is working on a piece for the Post Standard’s 
Teen Voices page.  Alex’s poem was the result (via the library’s teen writer’s group) of a Poetry from Art 
workshop led by poet and memoirist Michael Czaranecki.  Everson Art Museum’s Education department 
provided artwork for the event. A chapbook produced from the event is available for sale at the library to 
benefit the DCL Friends’ organization, which sponsored the event.  

CREATIVE CONNECTIONS at the DCL!  
We are pleased to announce the winners of our recent  
photography contest in the following categories: 
 

  Adult   Teen 
1st Place:  Marcia Keller  Ji-Young Lee 
2nd Place:  Kate Zacharewski Alex Fortin Lesser 
3rd Place: Zuozhe Zhang  Maggie Zhang 
 
Winners received their prizes at a June 7th  Creative Con-
nections event at the library.  Several participants from the   
Poetry from Art workshop - hosted by Michael Czarnecki 
(www.foothillspublishing.com) - joined many who partici-
pated in the photography contest for an afternoon of poetry, 
creative discussion and light refreshment.  Both the photog-
raphy contest and a poetry workshop will be repeated in 
2009.  Watch www.dewlib.org for announcements. 
 
Prizes for the Photo contest and all aspects of the Poetry 
from Art workshop were made possible by a generous grant 
from the DCL Friends organization.  
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Butterfly Release Program 

 

Michelle Bintz, Town of DeWitt Naturalist, reads 
to children at the DeWitt Library’s Caterpillar 
Story & Craft program at the end of May.  This 
program was co-sponsored with the Syracuse 
Moms Meetup Group.  Each participating child 
took home a live caterpillar in a bughouse. 

On Saturday, June 21, participants from the May Caterpillar 
Story & Craft program at the DCL showed up at Ryder Park 
to release butterflies.  Members of the Syracuse Moms 
Meetup Group coordinated the release.   



The DeWitt Community Library announces the appointment of a new  
Children’s Librarian.  Jennifer Burke, 29, original ly from Rome, NY,  
recently moved back to Syracuse where she will be closer to family, and 
started at the library on Wednesday, May 21, 2008. 
 
Ms. Burke holds a Masters of Science in Information Science from Univer-
sity at Albany.  She did her undergraduate studies at Wells College where 

she’s involved in their alumni program FARGO, which helps recent grads stay connected to the cam-
pus.  “It’s a way of giving back to the college,” Ms. Burke says.  She sang in an a cappella group, and 
as class secretary coordinates content for the quarterly alum magazine, The Express.  Two summers of 
Wells College children’s summer camp programming experience segued into her desire to become a 
librarian following her graduation from Wells.  “I was standing in a library and it clicked – I’d always 
been a library user – at that moment I knew being a librarian and working with children is what I’d be 
good at.  This led to researching graduate programs in library science. A Masters internship at the East 
Greenbush, NY library allowed specific training and experience in library programming.  
 
“My life’s dream is to be surrounded by books,” Ms. Burke enthuses.  “I look forward to meeting the 
library’s young patrons and their families.” 
 
Ms. Burke is looking forward to diving into the library’s busy summer season.  Among scores of  
programs for all ages, several special children’s programs are being planned. A movie night (with a 
bug theme tying into the metamorphosis summer reading program theme) is on the calendar and she’s 
also looking forward to leading story times for 3 age groups, including a pajama storytime entitled 
“Bugs Don’t Bite,” as well as a host of activities throughout the summer season and beyond. 
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Brian Abbott, 
Newsletter Editor 

_______ 
�

Board of Trustees: 
John Sharon 
President 

 

Karen Capogreco 
Vice President 

 

Michael Vaughan 
Treasurer 

 

Lydia Wasylenko 
Secretary 

 

Frank Arkinson 
William Cappelletti 
Zetta Fayos 
Sharon Halpin 
Sharon Harrington 
Susan Katzoff 
Sheila Parker 
Anne Ruffer 
Sybil Schultz 
Janice Scully 
Gregory Slisz 

 

Susan Reckhow 
Director 

DCL CORNER: Welcome Jennifer Burke�
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Saturday, Sept. 20, 2008 @ 2:00 p.m. 
 

Author Mike Langan will read from, and sign copies of, his 
debut novel Dark Horse, a legal mystery about a Syracuse, 
NY judicial candidate who must run for his life when he is 
framed for the murder of his campaign manager. 
�

He will also sign copies of his second novel, 
Ready for the Defense, a legal mystery set in Washington, D.C. 
�
"A Syracuse attorney who's made a specialty of skating on thin ice feels the surface tremble beneath him 
when his law partner is murdered. . . . The efficient storytelling and snappy dialogue shine.  And just 
when the tale seems snarled in complexities, first-timer Langan succeeds in pulling a lovely rabbit from 
his hat." -- Kirkus Reviews 

Mike Langan writes novels that draw on his experience as a former 
litigator in Washington, D.C., and Syracuse, N.Y. 

Remember September is Library Card Sign Up Month! 
 

Library Card Sign-Up Month is a time when the American Library Association and libraries across the country 
remind parents that the most important school supply of all is @ your library®--it's your library card.  Getting 
a library card at the DCL is easy!  Just bring in a form of ID with your name and current address. 


