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Friends Board of Directors 
Joanne Chamberlain President 
Hope O’Donnell, Vice President 
Patti Haggerty Secretary 
Marcia Lee, Treasurer 
George Abbott 
Mary Jo Bertrand 
Anna Briddy 
Kelly Burkett 
Peg Celano 
Cindy Chermak 
Martha Ely 
Daryl Gonchoroff 
Pat Jelinek 
Rachelle Luckett 
Hildy Osborn 
Nana Ross 
Sybil Schultz 
Barbara Stratton 
Joyce Suslovic 
Marilyn Wehrle 
Ellie Young 
Brian Abbott, Newsletter Editor 
 

The DeWitt  
Community Library 

Hours: 
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recipient of many flower arranging awards, her home-grown dried flower creations have 
graced the White House from Carter through G.W Bush. 
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2008 DCL Board President: John W. Sharon 
 
 I have been a member of the Board of  
Trustees for the DCL since 2004.  I have served as 
the President since 2005. I am a life long resident 
of Onondaga County and I currently reside in 
DeWitt with my spouse, Mary Barbara Lovas and 
our three wonderful children, Rory, Rebecca and 
Brendan.  I am currently employed as a Sr. Deputy 
County Attorney where I supervise the litigation 
unit and serve as the principal trial attorney for 
general litigation matters.  I am a graduate of  
Marcellus Central High School and I earned a BA 
from Elmira College in 1976.  Thereafter I was employed as a Confidential  
Assistant to the Onondaga County Attorney until returning to law school and 
earning my JD at Syracuse University in 1992.   When not at work and not 
working on library business I enjoy spending time with my family and when 
time allows I enjoy fly-fishing and other outdoor activities.  I first became  
interested in serving on the Board of Trustees when a former Trustee mentioned 
that the DCL was  
starting to look at moving from the ShoppingTown Mall.  My family has spent 
many hours at the library and I have always thought of the local library as a  
centerpiece of community life.  While growing up on Onondaga Hill the library 
in the old Town Hall was a place of special importance to me. 
 
  Going forward I think the future of the library is finding a new and  
permanent home that is owned by the library and the members of the DeWitt 
Community.  The Board of Trustees is thankful for the great employees of the  
library, the cooperative relationship with the Macerich Corporation and the  
continued support of the Friends while we go about the business of locating a 
home and building a new library that will serve the interests of our community 
for years to come. 
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Friends Board 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seated (l. to r.)  Vice President Hope O’Donnell, Friends President Joanne Chamberlain, Secretary Patti Haggerty, 
Treasurer Marcia Lee.  Standing (l. to r.) Anna Bridy, Nana Ross, Hildy Osborn, Peg Celano, Sybil Schultz, George Ab-
bott, Barbara Stratton. 
 
Missing from picture: Mary Jo Bertrand, Kelly Burkett, Cindy Chermak, Martha Ely, Daryl Gonchoroff, Pat Jelinek, 
Rachelle Luckette, Joyce Suslovic, Marilyn Wehrle, Ellie Young. 
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�Before you completely book up your Spring calendar 
save the date for the Annual Friends Benefit Tea.  Saturday, 
May 17th from 2 to 4 pm is the day and time.  The program 
will begin at 2 pm followed by tea at 3 pm.  The event will be 
held in the meeting room in the new DCL Library location. 

 
Our speaker will be Dorothy Reeves,  whose specialty 

is all things tea,  including an extensive collection of tea pots.  
Plan to join us in May. 
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When you are looking for an appropriate remembrance for a birthday, anniversary,  birth, wedding, 
thank you, honor, special milestone, congratulatory wish or bereavement consolation, consider a   
Tribute Card from the Friends of the DeWitt Community Library.  You, your friends and the library all 
benefit when you remember them with a “Friends Tribute 
Card” instead of a Hallmark.   
 
For a minimum donation of $5.00 you can purchase a tribute 
card.  If you choose to honor someone with a donation of 
$25.00 or more, a tribute card will be sent and a book plate 
will be placed in a new library book with your name and that 
of the honoree. 

Tribute cards have burgundy ink on ivory card stock; inside there is room for personalization. 
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JAMESVILLE MEMORIAL DAY  

PARADE 
 
Everyone loves to watch a parade.  How you ever 
thought it would be fun to walk in a parade,  wave 
to the crowd at the curb while throwing candy?  
Here is your chance.  We are inviting Friends  
members to walk with us in the Jamesville  
Memorial Day Parade, Saturday morning May 24, 
2008.  The good news is the parade route is not too 
long.  The bad news is it is all up hill, from the  
intersection of South Street and Route 173 to the 
Jamesville Elementary School.  If you think you 
would like to join us call  469-8497 and we will 
send you all the details. 

 
FRIENDS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

 
  
Since Members of the Friends of DeWitt Commu-
nity Library join at different times during the year 
it has been confusing to have just one renewal  
period.  We are therefore establishing a quarterly 
renewal system, going into effect this year.  You 
will be receiving a renewal notice during the  
quarter which corresponds to your joining date.  
We hope this will alleviate some of the confusion 
about when are my dues due.   When you receive 
your notice it would be very helpful if you would 
return it promptly.  We hope this new system will 
be less confusing to our members.       
 



Moving into the new library space in January. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN  
the Friends of DeWitt Community Library 
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DCL Friends Annual Meeting 
 
The Friends of the DeWitt Community Library hosted its Annual Meeting on January 16, 2008, at the 
DeWitt Town Hall.  Approximately forty people heard author Howard S. Ford talk about his book Sure 
Signs: Stories Behind the Historical Markers of CNY.  The history of these blue and yellow roadside  
markers dates back to the 1920’s when the State Education Department was directed to place markers in 
observance of the 150th anniversary of American independence.  Mr. Ford graciously donated a signed 
copy of the book to the Library. 

 
The 2008 DCL Friends Board members 
were elected during a brief business meeting 
that preceded Mr. Ford’s talk.�
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaker Mr. Ford autographing his book for Friends Board            NY State historical marker 
member Barbara Stratton    


